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The book “Debating Worlds: Contested Narratives of
Global Modernity and World Order” delivers an in-depth
examination exploring the competing stories shaping
global modernity and world order. Accommodating
contributions from various leading experts within diverse
academic fields, this book, under editing by Daniel
Deudney, G. John lkenberry, and Karoline Postel-Vinay,
delivers extensive research about how both state and non-
state actors fought to shape global storylines through
creation and transformation within the two preceding
centuries. This analysis reviews the fundamental
achievements of the book alongside its methodological
and thematic structures and its relevance in current global
research. By examining power identity and modernity, the
book delivers an enhanced understanding of international
political tensions between pluralism and universalism and
the complexities of world order systems.

This study investigates multiple global modernity narratives throughout history, from
their emergence to contrasting developments. The contemporary world order derives its
foundations from multiple parallel narratives, which produce regular conflicts among them
rather than relying on Western liberal narratives alone. The international space engages with
these narratives, both Western and non-Western and anti-Western, to make identities and
defend agendas while mobilizing political actions.

The authors explain how international conditions during the post-Cold War years
seemed to support universal liberal democracy before profound damage was done to this
worldwide dream in recent times. The book reveals how multiple competing narratives now
challenge global politics, which damages the former universal concept of Western modernity.
Fragmentation stands out as the primary defining feature of our current era because different

176



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4335-2909

Journal of Liberty and International Affairs - Volume 11 - Number 1 - 2025 - eISSN 1857-9760
Published online by the Institute for Research and European Studlies at www.e-jlia.com

conflicting narratives present alternative views about history, identity, and global prospects. The
book contains nine chapters, an introduction and a conclusion. The book splits its analysis into
nine separate narratives, which explore their historical roots alongside their present-day
implications and development trajectory. The book examines Western-originating belief systems
like Anglo-world supremacy and the Soviet revolutionary project alongside non-Western
concepts, including Pan-Islamism, Chinese civilizational discourse, Japanese Uniqueness
Narratives, and Indian postcolonial ideology. All narratives provide a complete understanding of
different participants’ roles in globalism, modernization, and international system development.

The editors of this book explain how “grand stories” function as essential means humans
use to understand their earthbound status. Communities use three fundamental components in
their narratives, which validate historical perspectives, deliver ideal objective functions, and
execute collective activities to shape present conditions and anticipate future circumstances. The
conceptual framework directs all subsequent chapter analyses of specific narrative texts. A main
breakthrough emerges from this research because it demonstrates how worldwide narratives
undertake ongoing evolutionary contests over time.

Duncan Bell shows through his chapter that fabricated racial superiority and cultural
dominance theories enabled imperial leadership, which remains present in the contemporary
Brexit movement as well as UK-US discussions. Through his academic writing, Michael Cox
shows how Marxist-Leninist ideological beliefs established their opposition to Western liberal
thought, which continues to guide debates about neoliberal globalization. According to the
authors, the central argument of their book demonstrates how global modernity displays
multiple contradictory identity statements that create constant clashes between overlapping
power formations in historical space.

The main strength of this work involves its comprehensive analysis of histories beyond
Western domains that typical school curricula tend to leave unexplored. Pan-Islamism operated
through Islamic models of social organization to establish equal societies by using stories that
dismantled racial platforms instituted by European imperial powers, according to Cemil Aydin’s
findings. The researchers Kei Koga and Saori Katada show the contradictions in Japan's effort to
establish itself as a “liminal power” between East and West during their discussion of Japanese
“uniqueness” claims. Throughout the book, the authors demonstrate how non-Western actors
fought imperial Western rule while producing separate understandings of modernity based on
their unique historical and traditional roots. Global international narratives depend heavily on
historical memory, according to multiple chapters. Rana Mitter examines wartime mythology in
China that links civilization to warfare and the post-war order to legitimize Chinese global
expansion initiatives. Myths act as powerful national identity builders, which enable global
leadership attainment through historical perspective integration with current goals. Karoline
Postel-Vinay employs multiple perspectives to highlight the necessity of global collaboration in
addressing climate change, pandemic threats, and inequality issues, while new viewpoints hinder
international partnerships.

The book demonstrates the fundamental conflict between narrative independence and
worldwide functional requirements since readers must grasp effective inter-group perspective
integration for collective success. Academic writing about global modernity provides effective
knowledge of international world-order organizations alongside global modernity aspects.
Through both historical research and political science and international relations theoretical
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frameworks, the author delivers detailed information about power dynamics alongside identity
processes. The book presents a disruptive innovation in storytelling through which it develops
an alternative method to understand worldwide political systems. Each contributing author
explores global modernity’s historical development and cultural challenges by analysing
narratives within their corresponding periods and social contexts.

Despite its shortcomings, the work still has boundaries. A significant concern arises from
how the book’s focus on diverse narratives makes it challenging to explore a deep analysis of
power's material systems. The book’s chapters effectively examine narrative-history relations but
understate how economic power and military capabilities limit available narrative spaces. The
book covers many territories geographically, but omits essential areas and their respective
historical perspectives. The multiple-chapter discussions of the Global South do not adequately
represent African and Latin American participants, which may lead readers to seek a more
detailed analysis of their role in shaping global story diversity. The recent book Debating Worlds
examines global modernity and world order during an era of growing geopolitical division and
ideological polarization. Through its studies of multiple narratives, we must question the
established idea that Western liberal democracy will triumph and recognize the diverse forces
that shaped our world.

The book is a comprehensive resource that provides specialists in international relations,
global history, and political thought with key insights into the disruptive aspects of modernity
and the influence of narratives on political behavior. Its accessible presentation style benefits
students and casual readers who want to understand third-millennium world affairs through this
extensive resource. Through its examination of divergent global stories, Debating Worlds
enables us to grasp historical processes better and dream about inclusive multicultural futures.
Those who want to explore the interactions of historical events with identity and power need
this work as essential reading.
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